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ONE COLD DAY OF
BEAUTY AND DUST

Notes from the Journal of Dick Murphy

When the Amazon “Land Team” first began to follow the source of the greal river from its OPPOSITE: Ice crystals
Andean origin down to lush jungle, Society biologist Dick Mur hhy was m’rm to study water  adorn streambank near Cous-
quality, to ﬂ?#i—'?'ﬂf’ the ecological systems of the a‘rmdwmﬂc mm’ to Fmtug:frrp 1 the mission. teau team’s campsite.

What follows are photos from his camera and entries taken direct y from s personal log.

The location, the Rio A;‘Junnmr in Peru, s the source of the Amazon. The um‘f": cover the

team’s experiences during one “typical” day (none are alike, of course), providing a unique

glimpse at expedition life. They are rendered here in the brief form in which Murphy jotted

them down late in the evening u,-’ May 31st, while bundled in blankets and still mmumaﬁn 17

wearm bath,

May 31, 1982 join, to film kayaks and Zodiac coming down river

Tres Canyones, Along the Rio Apurimac and through rapids. Should be beautif ful. Jeep will
, return for Jean-Michel, Dominique, and me. Can

0500 Awaken to music of Inca flutes from Dominique procrastinate no longer, time to wash and shave.
Sumian’s tape recorder. Sooo cold, teet frozen all Push away 1ce which extends out two teet from
night, frost over everything. Inside tent, breath has riverbank—sooo cooold! Shaving cream frozen.
condensed to ice crystals. Next to me, Jean-Michel Reorganize personal stull—Ilast clean shirt and
stretches, bumps potato-chip-sounding tent, and pants. Had better hit civilization soon or will look
I'm showered with crystals. like derelict. Everything thoroughly dusty.

0515 Dressed and out as others emerge [rom tents. As 0800 Organize sull photography equipment, clean len-
usual, Dominique already up, has breakfast under- ses, get more film from Amariflo. Enter data on
way. Scene: bulky little bodies exhale steam, stomp ilm log sheets, tedious but necessary. Jean-Michel
feet in slow motion, and clap grav gloves. Across and Dominique fighting dive suits to put them
river, sun hitting top ol mountain above Inca ruins. on: two funny little men waddling around in big

black suits. What must the local people think as

0545 Great breakfast: eggs (3 min. exactly), hot choco- they pass by? Jean-Michel wearing his hand-woven,
late, local bread and butter, apricot marmalade. natural-dyed chullo (Peruvian hat), a gift [rom
World looking better, warming up. Take down tent llama herder when we climbed Mount Mismi.
with Jean-Michel; goes quickly after 11 consecutive Absolutely only time he takes it off is to put on and
nights of camping. take off dive suit.

0600 Help clean dishes. Louis Prezelin washing dishes in 0830 Jeep returns. We load equipment and plastic bot-

Icy Tiver water; I rinse, hands burning with cold. tles for water analysis. Off in a cloud of dust. Nar-
How is he doing it? row bumpy and rocky one-lane dirt road. Meet
llamas—wait while Indian hisses them off road.
0630 Dominique assembling Zodiac, kayakers getting Puddles still frozen; beautiful icicles hang from all
t‘qmmenl ready, Jean-Paul Cornu and Louis pre- moist ledges. Pass three clean streams—must get
par mg cameras, (:m Jouas organizing recording water samples downstream to compare to turbid,
cquipment, Jean-Michel pulling diving suits from mine-leached, silt-laden main river.

our huge yellow truck named Amarillo.
0900 Arrive at Tres Canyones—very picturesque! Louis

0700 Load kayaks and equipment on jeep. Looks like and I will shoot from high riverbank. Jacques
tiny circus car from which emerge abundance of Ertaud, the director, is a study in boundless enthu-
clowns. siasm, rapid words, and gesticulations. Can hear
him from her e—300 yards away. Old woman sits on
0730 Circus car leaves with kayakers and film crew. Will bluff across river, with llamas grazing in already
go up road to Tres Canyones, where three canyons harvested fields. To right, Apurimac comes down
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